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Update from the Olde Towne Gaithersburg Day Ad Hoc Advisory 
Committee  
 

 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 

 

The Olde Towne Gaithersburg Day Ad Hoc Advisory Committee was 
appointed by Resolution on March 22, 2005. The Committee has met 
and accomplished their charge to explore the nature and configuration 
of the event and to recommend thematic concepts, marketing 
strategies, sponsorship opportunities and logistical preparations so as 
to maximize citizen participation. 
 

The Committee’s key recommendations are as follows:    

1.  Reduce size of festival boundaries to provide people with a 
dynamic, walker-friendly festival experience. 
2.  Create a “Taste of Gaithersburg” element for all festival attendees 
with area restaurants providing samples of their cuisine for a nominal 
fee. 
3.  Showcase up-and-coming, diverse musical talent with broad 
appeal. 
4.  Encourage quality arts & craft vendors. 
5.  Finalize festival name to reflect a wider scope of citizen 
participation, the goal being a city-wide community celebration with 
less emphasis on the festival location.  
  

Additional committee considerations are as follows:  

1.   Reschedule the festival to avoid the heavy Fall festival season.  
2.   Add wine and beer tasting from local wineries and breweries.  
3.   Involve children and families by hosting a school competition, 
possibly related to CHARACTER COUNTS!  
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Festival PurposeFestival Purpose

• Foster community spirit and pride.

• Provide an opportunity for local 
businesses to promote their products and 
services.

• Educate residents about the history of 
their community.



HistoryHistory

• Olde Towne Gaithersburg Day started in 1981.
• Festival has focused on celebrating revitalization of Olde 

Towne.

• Event showcases the City, local merchants and 
community organizations.

• Event has grown in size over its 24-year history. 
Estimated attendance range:  1,000 – 30,000. 

• Festival includes a variety of music, activities, 
ceremonies, and vendors.



Committee’s ChargeCommittee’s Charge

The Advisory Committee was formed by 
resolution in March, 2005 and charged with:

Exploring the nature and configuration of the 
event and recommending thematic concepts, 
marketing strategies, sponsorship opportunities 
and logistical preparations to maximize citizen 
participation.



Committee’s GoalsCommittee’s Goals

• Review history of festival.

• Explore other festivals in the area.

• Discuss existing festival layout.

• Review marketing plan for 2005 event.

• Attend and critique 2005.

• Recommend improvements for 2006.



Committee’s RecommendationsCommittee’s Recommendations

• Change the name from “Olde Towne Day” to one that 
conveys a broader scope of citizen participation.

• Create a more dense, walker-friendly festival.

• Encourage the participation of quality crafters/artisans.

• Facilitate a more diverse variety of food offerings.



2005 Festival Changes2005 Festival Changes

• Modified festival name to “Celebrate 
Gaithersburg in Olde Towne.”

• Added educational, wellness and science-
oriented activities to children’s area.

• Featured two up-and-coming recording artists.

• Created comprehensive website.



Committee’s Recommendations Committee’s Recommendations 

for 25for 25thth AnniversaryAnniversary

• Reduce size of festival boundaries to provide people 
with a dynamic, walker-friendly experience.

• Create a “Taste of Gaithersburg” element for all festival 
attendees, with area restaurants providing samples of 
their cuisine for a nominal fee.  



Committee’s Recommendations Committee’s Recommendations 

for 25for 25thth Anniversary Anniversary (cont.)(cont.)

• Showcase up-and-coming, diverse musical artists with 
broad appeal.

• Encourage quality arts & craft vendors.

• Finalize festival name to reflect a wider scope of citizen 
participation, the goal being a city-wide community 
celebration with less emphasis on festival location. 



Other ConsiderationsOther Considerations

• Reschedule the festival to avoid the heavy Fall festival 
season. 

• Add beer and wine to include tastings from local wineries 
and breweries.

• Involve children and families by hosting a school 
competition, possibly related to CHARACTER COUNTS! 
themes.


